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Recall: Faith, Reason, & Being Human 
- Faith begins as a longing in the human heart to be close to God 
- Reason is the logical understanding of ideas. The rational intellect is reserved only for humans 
- A human being is a rational animal that is able to understand (more or less) its own existence. A human being 

has a rational soul. The human body + the human soul = the human person.  
 
Understanding the Church 

- Describe a family and then describe YOUR family. A family is a complex unit filled with good and bad, the 
family is the called the “domestic church” or the church in your own home. Therefore to understand not only 
Church History but also the MEANING of Church History it’s important to understand the human family.  

- When we call God Father we are acknowledging that there is a familial element to our faith, this “family” that 
we are brought into at baptism is called “the Church.” The Church is more than a building it is God’s family 
coming together. 

 
A Divine Institution 
The Church is a divine institution because it was founded by Christ. The faith is not supposed to totally individualized, 
it is not you worship your God and ill worship my God. It is not “I’m Spiritual but not Religious” rather it is a family 
that was instituted by God. Christ founded his Church on Peter, the most incompetent and unstable of the 12 Apostles. 
Jesus choose Peter because Peter in no way was prepared to be in charge, if this thing was going to survive its only 
because of God himself. God willed that we all do this together. Praise God we don’t have to like each other but we do 
have to love each other. We are all in this together no matter how much we fight it! In this family Christ also shares 
His mother with us, in that He gave his mother to the beloved disciple John. ( John 19) 
 
The Holy Spirit has been guarding and governing this family since the beginning. Proof that the Catholic Church is a 
Divine Institution is mainly in the fact that it still exists. Given all the imbeciles who have made decisions for the 
church (myself included), there is no way that it should still exist. But the Catholic Church is the oldest unified 
institution on the planet. No country, no form of government, no business, no organized religion that is older than the 
Catholic Church.  
 
A Group of Imbeciles  
The Catholic Church has been governed by humans since the very beginning. Although humans are the only animal on 
the planet that has reason and rationality, when it comes to making good choices we are idiots. We are default to being 
selfish, prideful, and greedy and more often than not, if we don’t work at being holy we will make choices that only 
promote our self. Luckily the Catholic Church principle purpose is to help get people to heaven and make people grow 
in holiness despite our sinfulness. Thus given the good and bad of the human experiences the folks who have ran the 
Catholic Church over the last 2000 years have countless bad decisions and yet even more good decisions. We Catholic 
Church has been the greatest advocate for people than any other institution. We are, by definition, a broken family, but 
we have the divine healer has our head and father.  
 
The Four major periods of Church History 
 
33AD – 500AD: Crucifixion, Resurrection, Persecution, Constantine’s Legalization  
The Church obviously began with Jesus Christ. We started really small with Jewish converts and a few Greek/Roman 
followers (gentiles). The Church was persecuted and many people lost their lives, the Church grew rapidly because of 
the lives that people lived as a testament to the Gospel. Paul went all over preaching the Gospel and was imprisoned. 
The Church made it to Rome and continue to grow although it was illegal. The Romans would kill the Christians as 
entertainment but eventually the Church began to passively accepted. Roman Emperor Constantine became tolerate of 
Christianity leading to its eventual legalization. Constantine himself converted in 337AD. Suddenly the church now 
has the power or can obtain the power to determine who belongs to it and who does not. And so the question of how to 
deal with certain heresy’s came about. Much of our theological understanding came from the likes of St. Augustine.  
 
500AD – 1000AD: Growth, Political Power (Holy Roman Empire),  and The Great Schism (1050) 
The Church continued to grow and move over continental Europe and northern Africa. Religious communities (groups 
of monks and nuns) began to be common place, religious communities lived by a special rule and sought to seek 
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holiness on a greater level. The church began a greater political player in a now Christian Europe and by December 25, 
800AD the Pope found himself crowning Charlemagne as Emperor of the Holy Roman Empire. Remember the HRE 
was neither very holy nor very roman. (Think modern day Germany) By the end of the first millennial there was a 
great split was the east. And thus Eastern Orthodox became a thing. This split is call the Great Schism.  
 
1050-1550AD: Medieval Christianity, Crusades, Black Plague, Great Western Schism, Protestant Reformation   
After the great schism the Church was revived by a slew of awesome and holy saints. St. Francis, St Dominic, St. 
Thomas Aquinas, etc. This folks sought to return to a holy way of life and to peruse faith seeking understanding. These 
were great theological and philosophical thinkers of the time and lived a simple life of holiness to accompany their 
intellectual accomplishments. However, the Church got involved with the wars in the middle east (called crusades) and 
just wouldn’t let it go. For centuries the church fought the Muslims, and although good intentioned the beginning and 
caused many people to become great saints, it eventually became misguided. The black plague came killed most of 
Europe and thus most Catholics. Those who were remained, especially the priests made some terrible decisions. The 
Great WESTERN Schism happen in the late 1300s after the plague. Long story short we ended up with 3 guys 
claiming to be pope and frightening for power.  In the early 1400s with The Council of Pisa it was all fixed but the 
damage was already done. By the 1500s we had this pesky thing called the Protestant Reformation.  
 
1550-2021AD: The Counter Reformation, The New World, Modernity, and a Post-Christian Western World 
The Church addressed the reformation with the Counter Reformation (The Council of Trent) and once again tried to 
get her act together. We did and many post reformation saints emerged. However Christianity was divided. As the 
New World was discovered (North & South America) the Church evangelized the New World bringing the Gospel and 
Western Cultural to the New World. There were intellectual and cultural changes going in Europe during the 
Enlightenment that lead to a new philosophy called Modernism. Modernism is not modern, it is rather old. Simple put, 
modernism turn the self into God. Very self centered understanding of the world. That eventually lead to ideas of 
Marx, Hume, Kant, etc… This all exploded eventually into the First and Second World Wars. The Church slowly lost 
her geo-political power and reasserted herself and a spiritual and divine institution. w  


